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Dear colleagues, 

As the deadline of 30 June has passed, we definitely know that the transition period 
provided for in the EU-UK Withdrawal Agreement will expire on 31 December 2020 and 
that the UK will leave the EU internal market and the EU Customs Union as from 
1 January 2021. 

This event will involve major changes that require a thorough preparation. It is crucial 
that your services and your stakeholders are fully informed and prepared, in particular for 
the changes related to: 
- Our exports of animals and goods to Great Britain (GB), as GB will implement full 

border controls in three progressive steps between 1 January and 1 July 2021. 
However, despite our repetitive requests of clarification, we do not know yet the 
import requirements that GB will apply to animals and goods coming from the EU 
SPS area. 

- Our imports of animals and goods from GB, as they will be subjected to mandatory 
import requirements and official controls at the EU border control posts. 
Furthermore, EU consignments crossing GB (landbridge) will also be subjected to 
mandatory checks at the point of re-entry in the EU. 

- The protocol for IE/UK(NI) will also be implemented in Northern Ireland. So as to 
avoid a hard border on the island of Ireland and to protect the integrity of EU market, 
Northern Ireland will remain aligned to EU SPS rules and will apply border controls 
to animals and goods coming from GB and from other third countries. 

To help you in this preparation, I would invite you to refer to the communications 
provided by the Commission: 
- Readiness notices: 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/european-union-and-united-kingdom-forging-new-
partnership/future-partnership/getting-ready-end-transition-period_en  

- Commission's communication of 9 July 2020: 
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/getting-ready-changes-communication-
readiness-end-transition-period-between-european-union-and-united-kingdom_en 

And by the UK authorities: 
- https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-border-operating-model 
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